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first Hebraic ruler of France,    Was  it  a  tyro's
stammered speech before a eel! of artisans, or fisti-
cuffs of the classes in the Quartier Latin ?   Chance
amused itself by placing the answer near at hand.
The spiritual longitude between the Place de la
Nation and the erudite cloisters of the Bibliotheque
Nationale, in the Rue de Richelieu, may be fleetly
traversed in a taxi.    Here was  to be found  an
exposition commemorating the quinquagenary of
Symbolism, with sculptures of Rodin, paintings by
Manet, van Gogh, Gauguin, Puvis de Chavannes,
Burne-Jones, Henri Martin, Gustave Morcau and
Fantin-Latour;    holographs   or  rare   editions   of
Charles   Baudelaire,    Paul    Verlaine,    Stephana
Mallarme,   Arthur   Rimbaud,   J.-K.   Huysmans,
Villiers de FIsle-Adam, Henri de Regnicr, Remy de
Gourmont, Emile Verhaeren, Maurice Maeterlinck,
Anatole France, Pierre Louys, Paul Valery, Maurice
Barres, Andre Gide, Henry Bataille, Oscar Wilde
and Stuart Merrill ; translations from Edgar Allan
Poe, Dante Gabriel Rossetti and George Moore ;
and   autograph   manuscripts   of  the   scores   of
Debussy's Pelteas et Mtlisande, Wagner's overture to
Tannhauser, Duparc's I*Invitation an Voyage^ Vincent
d'Indy's prelude, Les Opaks9 and   the  Ariam et
Barbe-Bleue of Paul Dukas*

Amid such treasures, one not in search of the item
could have happened only by accident upon a
magazine of Japanese paper and yellow covers
which bore the date of May 15, 1891, and the title
of La Conque, or " The Sea~ShelL" In those
obscure and somewhat precious leaves* at the age of